Cossacks under the leadership of Ivan Galkin (Zhalsaraev, 2001, pp. 10-11) .
Old Believers began to move to
Transbaikalia in the second half of the XVIII th century from Starodubje and Vetka, which were part of that time in Poland, where the old believers had gone from prosecutions by not having taken the church reforms of Patriarch Nikon. The Old Believers of Transbaikalia got the name «Semeiskie» because they were deported to Transbaikalia with their own families, as opposed to single-exiles (Bolonev, 1994, p. 60] .
In 1777 year the first Old Believers Chapel in Buryatia was opened in Novaya Bryan village (Petrova, 2005, p. 156) . For example, in Verkhneudinsk in 1882 year the synagogue was built (Zhalsaraev, 2011, p. 183) , in September 1907 the mosque was opened (Zhalsaraev, 2011, p. 228 ) and on July, 24th, 1909 the Catholic church was consecrated (Zhalsaraev, 2011, p. 233) .
As of 1922, on the territory of two Buryat-
Mongolian Autonomous areas within the Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic and the Far
Eastern Republic, formed on May, 30th, 1923 the
Buryat-Mongolian Autonomous Soviet Socialist
Republic, confessions were distributed in the following way (see Table 1 (Shagdurov, 1998, pp. 69-70 (Berger, 1999, p. 11) . Therefore it is correct to differentiate actual religious and cultural components in religious identity (Ryzhova, 2010, p. 60) . It seems to me that two hypostasis of religious identity have to be designated: religious identity as personal value and religious identity as the following tradition (Yelaeva, 2003, p. 169) . (Hill, 2012, p. 324) . But among those circumstances, religion has often been a vital factor, and … any account of the social construction of race and ethnicity will be incomplete if it fails to consider the influence of religious traditions and narratives» (Prentiss, 2003, p. 2) .
Moreover, in some countries and regions religion has crucial importance, so it may be said without exaggeration that religious absorbs ethnic, more especially in public sphere («political religion»). In Buryatia ethnicity prevails over 
